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US involvement in Belt and Road Initiative may start with
California, says Chinese diplomat

LOS ANGELES (CHINA DAILY/ASIA NEWS NETWORK) - US involvement in the China-proposed Belt and
Road Initiative may start with the state of California, China's top diplomat in Los Angeles has said.

"California maintains a close economic and trade tie and people-to-people exchange with China," Mr Zhang
Ping, Chinese Consul General in Los Angeles, said on Friday (April 27) in his keynote speech to the Belt and
Road Forum hosted by the Hong Kong Association of Southern California.

"Cooperation under the framework of the Belt and Road Initiative may start with California," Mr Zhang said.

The initiative is a visionary blueprint that seeks to enhance global economic development, and reinvigorate
the seamless flow of capital, goods and service by promoting international connectivity and forging new ties
with among the communities.

California, a pioneering state in fighting climate change in the United States, has an aggressive agenda in
cutting greenhouse gases and developing renewable energy.

To achieve that goal, California Governor Jerry Brown has said that California needs "a very close partnership
with China."

"The Belt and Road Initiative provides important opportunities for all countries and regions, including the
United States," Mr Zhang added.

The forum aims to provide updated ideas, insights and development projects of the initiative, among others,
said Danton K. Mak, president of Hong Kong Association of Southern California.

Link: https://www.straitstimes.com/world/united-states/us-involvement-in-belt-and-road-initiative-may-start-with-
california-says
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Opening Remarks by Consul General Zhang Ping at Belt and Road Forum

April 27, 2018 - The Consulate General of the People’s Republic of China in Los Angeles

(http://losangeles.china-consulate.org/eng/lghd/t1555987.htm)

Respected President Danton Mak,
Respected Director Chang and Director Lo,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Thank you very much, President Mak, for your welcoming remarks and your kind invitation. It gives me great
pleasure to join the members of Hong Kong Association of Southern California and friends of the local
business community in this Forum to explore ways of promoting international cooperation under the Belt

and Road Initiative.

As you know, the Belt and Road Initiative was proposed by President Xi Jinping in 2013. It is aimed at
creating an open, inclusive and balanced regional economic cooperation architecture that benefits all by
promoting orderly and free flow of economic factors, highly efficient allocation of resources and deep
integration of markets, and by encouraging the countries along the Belt and Road to enhance synergy of
development strategies and carry out broader and more in-depth regional cooperation of higher standards.
It is a concrete action taken by the Chinese government to push forward economic globalization and the

building of the community of shared future for mankind through common development.

The Belt and Road initiative upholds the principle of wide consultation, joint contribution and shared benefits.
It makes the policy coordination, facilities connectivity, unimpeded trade, financial integration and people to
people bond as its five priority areas, with the purpose of forging a partnership for win-win cooperation which
is characterized by political mutual trust, economic integration and cultural inclusiveness based on shared
interests, shared goals and shared responsibilities. It emphasizes on building an all-dimensional, multi-tiered
cooperation platform where the key players include not only governments, but also non-governmental
organizations and private sector and its operation is market based. It focuses not only on infrastructure
building, but also on trade and investment facilitation, financial cooperation, cultural and people-to-people

ties. The form of the cooperation can be bilateral or multilateral.

The Belt and Road Initiative is not a geopolitical tool by China, as some people interpreted, to create a so-
called sphere of influence of its own, neither an exclusive and closed inner circle of certain countries, but an
open and inclusive platform for pragmatic cooperation. It opens to all countries, regional economies,
international organizations and development partners, despite their geographic location. We welcome the

participation of the US.

Over the last five years since the Initiative was put forward, over 100 countries and international

organizations have voiced their support and interest in participating in this Initiative, and over 80 of them


http://losangeles.china-consulate.org/eng/lghd/t1555987.htm

have signed cooperation agreements with China. Trade between China and countries along the Belt and
Road routes exceeded $4 trillion. Chinese investment in these countries exceeded $60 billion. Last May,
China hosted the first Belt and Road Summit Forum for International Cooperation in which 1600 delegates
from over 140 countries and 80 international organizations participated and more than 270 concrete results
were achieved. The Belt and Road Initiative is gaining more and more support and is applauded as a road

of peace and prosperity.

Being the international financial, trade and transport center, Hong Kong has unigue advantages and strength
under "One Country, Two Systems" to contribute to the advancement of Belt and Road Initiative. The
Chinese Central Government supports Hong Kong's participation in the initiative. The Arrangement between
the National Development and Reform Commission and the Government of the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region for Advancing Hong Kong's Full Participation in and Contribution to the Belt and Road
Initiative signed last year provides important guidelines for Hong Kong to engage in the Belt and Road
cooperation. The Guangdong, Hong Kong and Macau Greater Bay Area serves as an important base to
support the Belt and Road international cooperation and the Greater Bay Area development strategy injects

strong impetus to the economic and social development of Hong Kong as well as the whole region.

The Belt and Road Initiative also presents tremendous opportunities for the US business community. While
some American companies have already benefited greatly from this Initiative, many others are exploring the
potential opportunities. Quite a number of US local government leaders including Governor Brown, have
expressed interest in participating in the Belt and Road cooperation. As both the US federal government
and many local governments, including the Los Angeles city, have plans to upgrade infrastructure facilities,
we see great potential for China and US business communities to engage in cooperation within the Belt and
Road framework.

The Hong Kong business community in the United States has a unique role to play in the Belt and Road
cooperation. Many of its members have business operations in the US and have extensive connection with
many parts of the world. Their knowledge and expertise on international business practices will enable them

to steer the cooperation projects towards the right direction and along the right track.

While we explore the business opportunities for the Belt and Road cooperation, we should be mindful that
to maintain an opened world economy and a sound international trade order is of vital importance to the Belt
and Road international cooperation. Any unilateral and trade protectionist measure will jeopardize these
efforts. We also need to maintain a stable and healthy China-US relationship to create an environment that
is essential for our business communities to engage in Belt and Road cooperation. We should make a great

deal of efforts to ensure that China-US relationship stays on the right track.

| hope friends of Hong Kong Association of Southern California will continue to support the China-US
relations and work together with the local business community to explore more opportunities for cooperation
under the Belt and Road initiative. As always, the Chinese Consulate General in LA will do what we can to

support your endeavor.

| wish the forum a great success! Thank you!
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http://losangeles.china-consulate.org/chn/
http://losangeles.china-consulate.org/chn/zlgxx/lgdt/t1555986.htm

April 28, 2018 (Saturday) — World Journal {tH 5 H¥#)
Belt and Road Forum — LA 2018

SEISEER la - 2018-04-28 | BB TR pdf

worldjournal.com

B6 l *j:E%ﬁFEﬁ (:) ﬁ R E $R 20185F4F328H SRHA7X SATURDAY. APRIL 28, 201§

—m—inaniE EENMMER

SEEEER B TAlEEAE SKOJBERIERTRIFTS(F
RERR BLAHES o . = : i —_—

mINEEEmW27 RN —%—
BiRIE  IRSIRBEFRHAL » X
REE MR/ R E 2 A0E R
aiF

i b R

Py R T
LB AT o
E Ry ldH 13
2 st
» WHL

AMESEECM@RERRTERT (X) NIREZR
(RCERE / R¥)
<EBERESVEARSIVEERRETE (Ivanh
Chang) (RBERE / H¥)

RV

. }(q»'(il‘;{r

L% (Ivanhoe
P2 L7
CRA S
¢ (Perry Wong

JHE /5

BT 20134



April 28, 2018 (Saturday) — Sing Tao Daily (25 H¥R)
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» In e Hong Kong Association of Southern Calfornia
Road Forum - LA 2018

April 27, 2018 (Friday)
8:30 AM—12:00 Noon
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Get to-know: 333 S. Figueroa Street
¢ Theideas, insights and development projects of China's Los Angeles, CA 90071
gigontic Belt and Road Initictive, and how companies
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+ Emerging opportunities in The Greater Bay Area in China
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Guangdong.
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